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THAT’S PERFECT
Seneca Valley Junior 
Peter Ko earned the 
highest possible ACT 
composite score of 36.

Fewer than half of 1% of 
students who take the 
ACT earn a top score. 
In the U.S. high school 
graduating class of 2020, 
only 5,579 out of 1.67 
million students who took 
the ACT earned a top 
composite score of 36.

Seneca Valley Senior High 
School Principal Bob Ceh 
added, “We are extremely proud of this rare accomplishment and 
thrilled that one of our own was able to earn a perfect ACT test 
score. Peter is an excellent student that excels in a variety of areas 
and we are looking forward to being part of his future success.”

The ACT is a curriculum-based achievement exam that measures 
what students have learned in school. Students who earn a 
36 composite score have likely mastered all of the skills and 
knowledge they will need to succeed in first-year college courses 
in the core subject areas.

“I am glad that I was able to achieve a high score,” said Mr. Ko. 
“Luckily, my hard work preparing for the exam paid off. I know I will 
continue to work hard to achieve success in my future endeavors.”  
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Oct. 4 School Board Meeting, Work Session, 7 p.m.
Oct. 7  Carnival and Parade, 5 p.m. (Parade starts at 7 p.m.)
Oct. 8 Homecoming Football Game vs. Canon McMillan, NexTier 

Stadium, 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 9 Homecoming Dance, Grades 9-12, 7 p.m.
Oct. 12 School Board Meeting, Regular Session, 7 p.m.
Oct. 16 PSAT Testing, 7:30 a.m.
Oct. 22 SVAOC End of First Nine Weeks
Oct. 23 ACT Testing, 7:30 a.m.
Oct. 27  End of First Nine Weeks, Grades 7-12

 For more dates, visit: www.svsd.net/WebCalendar.
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SUN      MON      TUE      WED       THU       FRI       SAT

STANDOUT SENIOR
Officials of National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation 
(NMSC) recently 
announced Seneca Valley 
Senior Daniel Spear, as a 
Semifinalist in the 67th 
annual National Merit 
Scholarship Program.

As a Semifinalist, Mr. 
Spear will have an 
opportunity to continue 
in the competition for 
some 7,500 National Merit 
Scholarships worth more 
than $30 million that will 
be offered next spring. About 95 percent of the Semifinalists 
are expected to attain Finalist standing, and approximately 
half of the Finalists will win a National Merit Scholarship, 
earning the Merit Scholar® title. 

About 1.5 million juniors in more than 21,000 high schools 
entered the 2022 National Merit Scholarship Program by 
taking the 2020 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship 
Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT®), which served as an initial screen 
of program entrants. The nationwide pool of Semifinalists, 
representing less than one percent of U.S. high school seniors, 
includes the highest-scoring entrants in each state. The 
number of Semifinalists in a state is proportional to the state’s 
percentage of the national total of graduating seniors.

From the approximately 16,000 Semifinalists, about 15,000 are 
expected to advance to the Finalist level, and in February they 
will be notified of this designation. 

Read more about National Merit Commended Students on page 
7. 

 (continued on page 7)

Listen to a WISR Radio Interview on the Learning 
2025 Initiative with Seneca Valley Superintendent 
of Schools and read more about this exciting 
opportunity on page 3.
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WE SALUTE YOU
Seneca Valley celebrated Veterans and active military personnel 
at the 21st Annual Veteran Recognition Event on Sept. 3. This 
representative group included those who have served in Korea, 
Vietnam, the Cuban Missile Crisis, Desert Storm/Desert Shield, the 
Cold War and Operation Iraqi Freedom. Among this elite group were 
recipients of numerous honors, including special service medals, 
achievement medals, campaign medals and national defense 
medals. They have continued to give of themselves as good citizens 
in our communities and we thank them for their service. 

NEWS AND EVENTS
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NEWS AND EVENTS

SVSD SELECTED TO BE PART OF LEARNING 2025 INITIATIVE 
In an effort toward a holistic redesign 
of our nation’s schools, Seneca Valley 
School District has joined the Learning 
2025 network of demonstration systems, 
a collaborative network of districts 
to help advance student-centered, 
equity-focused, future-driven education, 
administered by AASA, The School 
Superintendents Association.

The more than 60 “demonstration systems” 
represent a collection of forward-leaning 
urban, suburban and rural districts serving 
as national models to help guide and 
reposition partner districts efficiently by 
sharing successful practices and successes, 
as well as challenges.

“Seneca Valley is future-driven and focused 
on whole learning - not just test scores – 
and anti-marginalization, which ensures 
all students feel welcome,” said Dr. Tracy 
Vitale, Superintendent of Schools. “We 
look forward to working with other school 
districts from across the country to learn 
more about their strategic improvement 
efforts. In addition, our staff will be able to 
network with peers nationwide and share 
strategic ideas and winning solutions in 
our collective effort to strengthen our 
communities and raise student outcomes.”

“Our goal is to galvanize and synergize 
thought leaders from all sectors to 
emerge from the pandemic in better 
shape than they were before,” said Daniel 
A. Domenech, executive director, AASA.
“This initiative will ensure that educators
are empowered and equipped to meet
whole learners’ needs by personalizing
and customizing instruction involving
students in designing their own learning
and coordinating resources to support ALL
children’s overall growth and well-being.”

The AASA Learning 2025: National 
Commission on Student-Centered, 
Equity-Focused, Future-Driven Education, 
recommended essential principles for school 
system redesign. The recommendations, 
which include the creation of demonstration 
districts, are found in the commission’s 
report, An American Imperative: A New 
Vision of Public Schools.

“This report contains a blueprint to 
empower school districts to design their 
plans and meet the specific needs of their 
learners, educators and communities,” said 
Kristi Wilson, 2020-21 president of AASA; 
superintendent, Buckeye Elementary 
School District, Buckeye, Ariz.; and one 
of the 27 Learning 2025 Commissioners. 
“Every district that commits to becoming 
a demonstration system will receive a 
personalized consultation and become 
part of a community of learners who help 
each other as ‘critical friends’ focused on 
student learning.”

An AASA Learning 2025 Demonstration 
System will:
• Receive senior consulting services,

personalized engagement and strategic
planning support for their district.

• Create a customized action plan tailored
to meet the needs of their district.

• Gain a customized dashboard to track
their district’s progress and provide real
data to community stakeholders.

• Take part in professional learning
opportunities, including a complimentary
registration to one of AASA’s Leadership
Network cohorts.

• Contribute to national research, practice
and policy.

• Network, collaborate and learn with
school systems that are committed to
supporting the whole learner, ensuring
anti-marginalization and adopting future-
driven practices.

• Move their district forward with
research-based recommendations to
provide all learners with a bright future.

“This work will be guided by thought leaders 
from business and industry who are ahead 
of the curve in terms of implementing 
innovative strategies and solutions that 
align to key components of Learning 
2025 recommendations,” said Malbert 
Smith III, CEO, president and co-founder, 
MetaMetrics; creator of the Lexile and 
Quantile Frameworks; and Learning 2025 
Commissioner. “The team will assist in 
identifying assessments that could be 

used to inform and bolster the district’s 
ability to achieve its priorities and goals for 
maximizing student achievement.”

To access An American Imperative: A 
New Vision of Public Schools, visit the 
AASA website. For additional information 
about the report or the Learning 2025: A 
National Commission on Student-Centered, 
Equity-Focused, Future-Driven Education, 
contact Mort Sherman, AASA associate 
executive director, Leadership Network, at 
msherman@aasa.org, or Valerie Truesdale, 
AASA assistant executive director, at 
vtruesdale@aasa.org.

To join the conversation via Twitter, please 
access #Learning2025. 

Click the link below to listen to WISR 
Radio “Extended News” Interview with 
SV Superintendent of Schools Dr. Tracy 
Vitale, Grable Foundation Fellows (and 
retired area Superintendents) Dr. Bille 
Rondinelli and Dr. Bart Rocco. They 
are also joined by Valerie Truesdale, 
Associate Director of the American 
Association of School Administrators 
(AASA).

WISR Extended News at Noon: Seneca 
Valley Learning 2025 Initiative

https://aasacentral.org/learning2025/
https://aasacentral.org/learning2025/
https://aasa.org/home/
https://aasa.org/home/
https://aasa.org/content.aspx?id=45290
https://aasa.org/content.aspx?id=45290
https://aasa.org/content.aspx?id=45290
https://aasacentral.org/learning2025/
https://aasacentral.org/learning2025/
http://aasacentral.org/learning2025/
mailto:msherman@aasa.org
mailto:vtruesdale@aasa.org
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23learning2025&src=typed_query&f=live
https://www.svsd.net/Page/26903
https://www.svsd.net/Page/26903
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NEWS AND EVENTS

SV HONORS 9/11
Seneca Valley students reflected and honored Patriot Day by 
connecting lessons and various activities in tribute to 9/11. Here are 
a few examples:

At Haine Middle School (HMS), PURPOSE students placed flags 
around the school after reading and discussing the September 
11 attacks on the United States. Additionally, students and staff 
decorated the main lobby with artifacts and patriotic items; created 
large “thank you” banners for first responders; and filmed a video 
that was sent to families and local first responders.

Ryan Gloyer Middle School (RGMS) students arrived the morning 
of Sept. 11, to see signage and flags in front of the building and each 
social studies teacher delivered a lesson focused on the events that 
took place that day.

The Cougar Team at RGMS also planned several activities including 
showing a webinar on events surrounding 9/11 and a message of 
hope out of Newfoundland. The Cougars also learned how to fold 
origami cranes of hope. In Japanese culture, cranes are mystical 
animals that symbolize long life and healing. In the aftermath of 9/11, 
chains of paper cranes were a familiar sight across Manhattan. The 
crane’s students made are now hanging in the team’s classrooms as 
a reminder of hope. 
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NEWS AND EVENTS

THE BIG PICTURE
Seneca Valley elementary schools can now see the 
big picture.

Last May, over 2,335 SV students in grades K-6 
worked on crafting creative submissions that 
focused on the overall theme of “Caring for Our 
Community” for the Allegheny Health Network 
(AHN) Wexford Hospital mosaic mural.

The mural project took individual pieces of 
student art and combined them together into 
one large picture. The mural, organized thorough 
Project SNAP, is now complete and on display in 
the new hospital.

“We were invited to tour the new hospital and 
we were pleased to see Evans City and Rowan 
prominently displayed on the donors wall and 
plaque next to the mosaic,” said Evans City 
Elementary School Principal Lauri Pendred. “It 
is a beautiful and well-designed facility that will 

DIG IN 
Some hands-on learning is taking root at Rowan Elementary. 

Second graders in Ms. Angela Cardillo’s class are learning 
to grow not only plants, but also their minds in an outdoor 
learning garden. 

The future farmers recently planted spinach seeds and 
will monitor their crops as the seeds grow to harvest later 
this fall. 

GIVE PEACE A CHANCE 
Haine Elementary third graders celebrated International Peace Day on  
Sept. 21, by discussing what peace means and how they can help create a 
peaceful community. 

Afterward, the peacemakers created Pinwheels for Peace by decorating 
pinwheels with peaceful scenes to visually express their thoughts or wrote 
words that represented peace. 

Students placed their pinwheels in the front of the school to remind everyone 
to pass on peaceful words and actions every day. 

be a great addition to the region. I am so excited 
our students were able to be part of it and 
acknowledged in such a meaningful way. Our 
community’s continuous support of the Saulle’s 
Teddy Bear Official Memorial Parade (STOMP) 
Walk has made such an impact in our region 
over the last 14 years.”

Joelleen Yerace, AHN Development Director 
added, “Thank you for your incredible support of 
the AHN Cancer Institute and Project SNAP!”

To view the location and 
artwork of any SV students 
who participated in this project, 
visit https://projectsnap.org/
gallery-lookup.php. On the web 
page, type the student’s first 
and last name and select AHN 
Wexford Hospital. 

https://projectsnap.org/gallery-lookup.php
https://projectsnap.org/gallery-lookup.php
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POSTER STUDENTS 
Earlier this month, students at Rowan Elementary 
School had the chance to celebrate Constitution 
Day and their creativity.

Second graders, Hadley Flick, Jaxon 
Schwendemamann, Dario Sattolo, Bella Tulandin, 
Isaac Mueller, Geno Ciorra and Maya Pospistle 
received Honorable Mentions in the National 
Society Daughters of the American Revolution’s 
(NSDAR) Constitution Week Poster Contest.

“Congratulations to all of your students on the 
outstanding effort, creativity and thought that 
they put into making their Constitution Week 
Contest posters this year,” exclaimed NSDAR 
Vice Regent Stacey Shaffer. “Our Chapter was 
very impressed with all of the entries! We had 48 
participants in the 1st-2nd grade category this 
year and I’m excited to let you know that seven 
of your students’ entries received Honorable 
Mention in the Contest this year!”

The students were invited to attend the Awards 
ceremony and celebration at Northland Public 
Library on Sept. 18. All of the posters were on 
display in the Children’s Section. NSDAR recently 
delivered prizes to the winners as well as a 
class book.

“I am always looking for opportunities to reach 
out to the community and participate in ways 
that permit my students to engage and get 
excited about extending their learning outside 
the classroom,” stated Rowan Elementary 
Second Grade Teacher Angela Cardillo. “Working 
with Northland Public Library was one such 
opportunity that aligned perfectly with our study 
on American History. Congratulations to all of 

‘I LED THE PLEDGE’ 
The September Seneca Valley School Board (virtual) Meetings featured 
Laasya Masanam, a second grader from Haine Elementary School, and Sean 
Monahan, a third grader from Connoquenessing Valley Elementary School, as 
they led the Board and public in saying “The Pledge of Allegiance.”

Both students were nominated by their building administration to represent 
their grade, and both did an outstanding job! Miss Masanam and Mr. Monahan 
were rewarded for their efforts with an “I Led the Pledge” shirt, medal and SV 
spirit wear.

We are pleased to continue the tradition of inviting elementary students 
from Seneca Valley’s K-4 schools to lead the members of the School Board 
and public in saying “The Pledge of Allegiance” at both the work session and 
regular board meetings. 

Laasya Masanam Sean Monahan

our contest winners for this year’s Constitution 
poster contest! What a great way to celebrate 
Constitution Day!”

According to the National Constitution Center, 
on September 17, we not only celebrate 
Constitution Day, but also Citizenship Day, 
a holiday meant to honor and celebrate the 
privileges and responsibilities of U.S. citizenship 
for both native-born and naturalized citizens. 
In recognition of this special observance, 
every year the National Constitution Center 
hosts a Naturalization Ceremony as part of our 
Constitution Day celebrations, during which fifty 
immigrants from across the globe will take the 
Oath of Allegiance to officially become citizens of 
the United States. 
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11 SV SENIORS NAMED COMMENDED 
STUDENTS IN 2022 NATIONAL MERIT 
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
Seneca Valley Seniors Nicholas Foulkrod, Chris Helmsen, 
Kason Kunkelmann, Nick Nedzesky, Alex Neff, Shanker 
Pillai, Veronica Pimenova, Xavier Reese, Aidan Uher, 
Liam Volk-Klos and Merrick Wimer have been named 
Commended Students in the 2022 National Merit 
Scholarship Program. 

A Letter of Commendation from the school and National 
Merit Scholarship Corporation (NMSC), which conducts 
the program, was presented by the principal to these 
scholastically talented seniors.

These scholastically talented seniors are 11 of about 
34,000 Commended Students throughout the nation 
that are being recognized for their exceptional 
academic promise. Although they will not continue in 
the competition for National Merit Scholarship awards, 
Commended Students placed among the top 50,000 
scorers of more than 1.5 million students who entered 
the 2022 competition by taking the 2020 Preliminary 
SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/
NMSQT®).

Seneca Valley Senior High School Principal Bob Ceh added, 
“Our student body has a tremendous amount of talent and 
success within it and through the results of our PSAT test, 
these 11 students represent the talent and success of our 
academic programs. We are very proud of all of them and 
are excited for their current achievement as well as their 
future potential.” 

WHAT’S COOKING, SV? 
On the menu at Ryan Gloyer 
Middle School, students in Ms. Lara 
DiFrischia’s class recently made 
gnocchi, the dumpling in Italian cuisine, 
with red and parmesan cream sauce.

The class, Intro to Culinary Arts, helps 
students learn the basics of food 
preparation and its relationship with 
good nutrition. Kitchen and food 
safety, sanitation, reading recipes, 
measuring techniques and the proper 
use of utensils and appliances are 
skills that these future chefs can use 
throughout their lifetime! Molto bene! 
Want to try the recipes for yourself? 
Click here. 

THAT’S PERFECT (continued from page 1)

The ACT consists of tests in English, mathematics, reading and science, 
each scored on a scale of 1–36. A student’s composite score is the 
average of the four test scores. The score for ACT’s optional writing test is 
reported separately and is not included within the ACT composite score.

“Earning a top score on the ACT is a remarkable achievement,” said ACT 
CEO Janet Godwin. “A student’s exceptional score of 36 will provide 
any college or university with ample evidence of their readiness for the 
academic rigors that lie ahead.” 

Front row L-R: Alex Neff, Veronica Pimenova and Merrick 
Wimer. Back row L-R: Liam Volk-Klos, Nick Nedzesky, 
Chris Helmsen and Aidan Uher. Missing from photo: 
Nicholas Foulkrod, Kason Kunkelmann, Shanker Pillai and 
Xavier Reese.

https://www.svsd.net/cms/lib/PA01001234/Centricity/Domain/98/Gnocchi%20Class%20Recipes.pdf
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SV THEATRE STUDENT PRODUCES “LIVE” MUSICAL REVUE AS SEQUEL TO VIRTUAL EVENT
In 2020, SV Senior theatre student Eli Peel, 
created and produced a virtual musical 
review showcasing songs from wonderful 
musicals that may not have enjoyed an 
extended Broadway run. The review was 
entitled “Shows in the Attic” and was one of 
the best-selling virtual productions at the 
Strand Theatre in Zelienople.  

This summer, “Shows in the Attic 2” was 
produced as a live, in-person, sequel to the 
first version. Mr. Peel enlisted many of his 
talented friends from SV to create this amazing 
live musical review.  

In addition to Mr. Peel, the cast included Izzy 
Vescio, Sam O’Neill, Sammi Carter, and Sarah 
McKinley.  The production was performed at the 
Strand Theatre for a live audience on July 23. 

“I did it because I was looking for artist 
expression during the pandemic and a 
challenge,” said Mr. Peel. “The Strand had been 
great to work with previously and I wanted to 
continue that chance to work with them. They 
gave me a huge amount of creative freedom and 
the tools I needed to succeed.” 

SV ACADEMY OF CHOICE 

By Varden Armstrong,  
Performing Arts Coordinator

MORE THEATRE ON THE HORIZON… 
Fall musicals are in production at SV! Watch for the Seneca Valley 
Intermediate High School (IHS) Fall Musical, “Into the Woods” 
set to be performed the first weekend of November, and Ryan 
Gloyer Middle School’s (RGMS) Musical, Disney’s  “Descendants” 
to be performed the second weekend in November! SV Choral 
and Theatre students are hard at work preparing for these 
performances. Look for more details in next month’s newsletter. 

SV MARCHING BAND HOSTS 8TH GRADE 
BAND NIGHT  
One of the yearly special events that was missing last year was 8th 
Grade Night with the Seneca Valley Marching Band. The event returned 
on Friday, Sept. 17, on what was a perfect night for all involved. 

The grade 8 band members joined the SV Marching Band in their 
pregame performance and remained with the band for the first half 
of the game. 

Dressed in special shirts created just for them, eighth graders 
enjoyed a pizza party prior to the game and meeting older students 
in the band. This allowed the future freshmen to experience what it 
is like to be a part of the SV Marching Band on a Friday night. Drum 
major Bekah Heltzell commented, “I had so much fun meeting all 

of the eighth graders and from what it looked like they had a blast! 
The band was extremely inviting so that the eighth graders fit right 
in… Overall the night was amazing, and I could not have asked for 
anything more!” 
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HALL OF FAME 
The Seneca Valley Sports Hall of Fame 
Committee is honored to announce the 
2020 Induction class. On Friday, Sept. 
17, Seneca Valley celebrated hall of fame 
festivities. The new inductees were 
introduced prior to the home football 
game and the official Induction Ceremony 
banquet included speeches and dinner with 
the former athletes and their families.

This year’s inductees are:

• Cathy Black Beighey, 1970

• Ron Gruca, 1991

• Brianne Morgan, 1996

• Roberta Pickens Groner, 1996

• Brandon Fusco, 2006

• Don Barclay, 2006 

ATHLETICS & ACTIVITIES

By Heather Lewis,
Seneca Valley Athletics & Activities Director

Photo credit: Sue Ennis
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SV FOUNDATION

THANKS TO MANY 
The Seneca Valley Foundation (SVF) is incredibly grateful for the 
following major donations received over the past three months:

• $10,000 from Jim and Eileen Wrubel – dedicated to creating 
and maintaining a Raider Space Maker Summer Camp for our 
exceptional students which was spearheaded by Mr. Steve 
Fortunato in the senior high school. 

• $10,000 from Parag and Urmi Batavia and their family 
dedicated to SV Robotics and Seneca’s Women Engineering 
and Exploration Team (SWEET). Mr. Batavia stated, “I’ve been 
passionate about robotics my entire life. I’m fortunate to have 
been able to spend time at Carnegie Mellon University (CMU) 
and with amazing companies in this space, and I care deeply 
about Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 
(STEM) and robotics education. There are wonderful 
organizations in Pittsburgh supporting robotics education, 
including Girls of Steel, and many US FIRST and FIRST Lego 
League Teams. I’m happy to be able to support the great work 
Seneca Valley is doing in robotics education and in encouraging 
and supporting more women engineers.”

• $4,500 from Marathon Petroleum Company (formerly MarkWest) 
in Evans City for outdoor learning equipment

• $4,480 donated in memory of Mr. Jamie Thomas who passed 
away last spring. These donations have been dedicated to the 

The Wrubel Family from left to right, 
Eileen, Delamie, Jim and Brenna

LAST CALL FOR SV SWAG! 
Need more SV gear in your life? Ten percent of all sales will be 
donated to the Foundation and will also support local business, 
Play 2 Wear. We are offering cool new products and designs that 
can be purchased here: SV Foundation | Play 2 Wear. This sale 
ends on Thursday, Sept. 30, so get your orders in today! 

LOCAL BUSINESSES ‘ALL IN’ FOR SV 
SVF was pleased to partner with Eckles Construction, Armstrong 
and Dr. Stephanie Rhoads to welcome staff back into the building 
in August. All staff members received T-shirts donning this year’s 
motto of #SVALLIN. We appreciate the support of our local 
businesses! 

LET’S GLOW! 
Be sure to check out SVF’s 
booth at the homecoming 
carnival on Thursday, Oct. 7. 
We will be selling a variety of 
items that glow-in-the-dark. 
Help us light the path of the 
homecoming parade! 

Athletics Department 
as Mr. Thomas and 
his family were 
heavily involved in SV 
sports. He left behind 
wife, Laura and two 
children, Chase and 
Natalie, as well as 
parents Robert and 
Janice Thomas. 

• $3,000 donated 
by Duquesne Light 
Company and Ms. 
Katherine Davis 
dedicated to CVE 

• $1,400 contributed 
in memory of Mr. 
Jason G. Wehrle 
– who served as a 
school board director in the past and who was a Foundation 
Trustee at the time of his passing. Mr. Wehrle was the father of 
Emma and Brady, and left behind his partner Kristina Kocur, and 
parents Cathy Mowery and Bill Wehrle. 

https://www.play2wear.com/sv-foundation
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STAFF OF SV 
Be sure to check out the latest Staff of SV, 
a light-hearted feature that was created to 
share with our followers the more human-
interest side of our staff that parents and 
students don’t always get to see. 

This month features Haine Elementary 
Fourth Grade Teacher Alex Krajniak and 
how he learned the definition of “hard 
work.” Read more at www.svsd.net/StaffofSV. 

NEWS AND EVENTS

SV ALL STAR 
The SV All-Star Club is an awards program 
developed by the District to express 
our gratitude to Seneca Valley classified 
employees (secretaries, paraprofessionals, 
maintenance, cafeteria) and bus drivers who 
are often the unsung heroes of our schools. 
We intend to recognize a new member of 
this elite all-star club each month.

For September, we are pleased to announce that the newest member 
inducted into the club is Sue White, cafeteria manager at Ryan Gloyer 
Middle School (RGMS), who goes above and beyond daily.

RGMS Principal Tony Babusci shared, “Simply stated, Sue is one of 
the toughest and most professional people I have ever worked with. 
She has been presented with personal challenges that would break 
many people, yet she continues to manage the cafeteria with the 
utmost professionalism and dedication. Managing the cafeteria while 
short-staffed through all the challenges of the pandemic alone is 
reason for recognition. Doing so while facing overwhelming personal 
challenges is all the more impressive.”

RGMS Assistant Principal Trisha Butschle added, “In my four years 
now at the middle school, I’ve come to know Sue White as gentle 
and kind yet fiercely devoted to family, which is really what we are 
at Ryan Gloyer Middle School, a family. She treats the students as 
family and leads her staff to do the same – greeting students, getting 
to know them, their interests, their favorites, etc. While she herself 
has worry and family heartache, you never see it on Sue’s face. Her 
priority is always serving our students and staff.”

Ms. White informed both Mr. Babusci and Ms. Butschle that she has 
a sign on her wall that she keeps at eye level as a reminder to herself 
daily that says, “Leadership isn’t about titles, positions, or flowcharts. 
It’s about one life influencing another.” Ms. White said to both, “I try 
to remember that every day.”

“Sue White certainly does influence lives daily,” said Ms. Butschle. 
“And she does it graciously with a smile, a kind heart and impressive 
dedication. Thank you, Sue, from all of us at RGMS.”

Congratulations to Ms. White! 

Getting to know…
THE NEW SRO 
Jackson Township Police 
Department (JTPD) Officer 
Chris Miller might be new to 
the school resource officer 
(SRO) role at Seneca Valley, but 
he’s certainly not new to law 
enforcement. That’s because 
this 13-year veteran of the JTPD 
brings with him a wealth of police experience not only locally, but 
also as a campus police officer. Officer Miller is joining JTPD SRO 
Chris McGee on the secondary campus in Jackson Township. We 
welcome him - and asked him to share a little more about himself.

Why did you become a police officer and more specifically a 
student resource officer (SRO)?
I have spent 13 years with the Jackson Township Police Department. 
When I was first employed by Jackson Township I spent time as 
a campus police officer assisting the SRO on the main campus. 
I enjoyed interacting with students and even assisted coaching 
the varsity wrestling team. I found the experience enjoyable and 
very valuable. Over the course of my career, I decided I wanted 
to take a different approach to police work and be involved in the 
community in a different capacity. The SRO position allows me to 
interact with students and staff on a different level which I find is a 
very important aspect of police work that is often overlooked.

Now that you’ve been here for a little while, what are your 
impressions of Seneca Valley?
Seneca Valley is a great school district for students to grow 
and learn.

What is one sentence that sums up what you believe is the key 
to being an effective officer?
The most valuable aspect of being a police officer is the ability to 
communicate with people.

Describe for us what you call a good day at school.
A good day would be a day where I get to just interact with 
students and staff; and being able to bring a positive light to law 
enforcement officials through those interactions. 

Q: Tell us about your family.
I’ve been married to my wife for nine years and we have two 
children, a little girl in first grade at CVE and a little boy who is 
in preschool. We also have two Cavalier King Charles Spaniels, a 
pond with a lot of koi fish, and a bunch of chickens.

When you’re not in school, you most likely can be found 
doing what?
When I am not on duty, I enjoy spending time with my family 
and friends, exercising, hiking and taking canoe trips with my 
family on the Connoquenessing Creek. Most recently my younger 
brother and I have been taking trips all over the country to visit 
and hike in National Parks. 

http://www.svsd.net/StaffofSV
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ALUMNI NEWS & NOTES

ALUMNI Q&A
Josh Dean, a 2003 Seneca Valley 
Graduate, is an actor and a ghost hunter. 
We asked him to catch us up on what he is 
doing and how Seneca Valley influenced his 
life and career. 

Q: Catch us up. Tell us what you’re 
doing today:
A: After I graduated, I attended John 
Casablanca’s Modeling and Career Centers 
in Greentree. They develop, promote and 
book models and actors for local, national 
and international assignments. After 
graduating from there, I was booked as 
a model out of Erie. I then joined Nancy 
Mosser Casting, which is the biggest agency 
in the region. I started to audition for movies 
and commercials locally. I got to be an extra 
in movies such as “The Dark Knight Rises,” 
“Out of the Furnace,” “An American Pickle,” 
and “C Me Dance,” just to name a few. 

Then I auditioned and got the part to be in 
a local commercial called Pittsburgh Action 
Against Rape (PAAR). I was also cast as 
the main character for a local movie called 
“Croaker: A Ribbiting Tail.”

I was on a ghost show called “Raw Fear 
and Paranormal Pittsburgh.” It ran on WB 
22 and Fox 53 for three years and other 
stations around the United States. We were 
based out of Dixmont, which is located in 
Sewickley, PA. We did investigations all over 
the region. This was where I learned how 
to be a ghost hunter and I have been doing 
that ever since. If I am not ghost hunting or 
acting, I am spending time with my fiancé 
and son. I love fishing, camping and other 
outdoor activities.

Q: Please share with us some information 
about your family. 
A: My mother graduated from Evans City. 
Yes, Evans City use to be a high school! 
One of my aunts also graduated from 
Seneca Valley. I have several cousins and 
some of my siblings graduate from Seneca 
Valley and I still have family in the district.

Q: What might (someone) be surprised to 
know about you?
A: Other than being a local actor and a 
ghost hunter, I ran for the Freedom Area 
School Board a couple months ago. Even 
though I lost, I learned I can be an advocate 
and a voice in the community for years 
to come.

Q: How did Seneca Valley help you 
become the person you are today, both 
personally and professionally?
A: I was supposed to graduate in 2002. I 
got held back in the 11th grade. I had a lot 
of issues at home that were affecting me in 
the classroom. The guidance counselor and 
some of the teachers, as well as my friends, 
helped me out big time. I learned that other 
people in the district and the community 
can really come together to make a 
difference and help one another. And that’s 
what I am trying to do now. 

Q: What do you think makes Seneca 
Valley such a special place to learn 
and grow?
A: The school climate and atmosphere. 
When I came to Seneca Valley in the second 
grade, I walked through the door and the 
students and teachers valued me as one of 
them. I will never forget that. That showed 
me that the buildings care about their 
students. When I took Drama or played 
sports I knew I was going to be part of 
something special.

Q: Who was your favorite teacher/coach/
SV staff member? 
A: There is and was a lot of staff that should 
be recognized. But for me, they were:

Mrs. Bairus, second grade teacher at CVE

Mrs. Huber, fourth grade teacher at CVE

Mrs. Ketterer, fifth grade teacher at CVE 
(when the elementary schools had a 
fifth grade)

Mr. Adrekovich, sixth grade teacher at 
Evans City Middle School 

Mrs. Capra, Mrs. Mitro, Mrs. McFarland, 
Mr. Monteleone, Mr. Trew, Mr. Williams, 
Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Ceh, Mrs. Creasy and 
Mrs. Russell, secondary teachers at Ryan 
Gloyer Middle School and Seneca Valley 
Intermediate and Senior High schools.

Q: What is one of your favorite memories 
from your time at Seneca Valley?
A: I actually have two, the September 11 
attacks, which basically changed all of our 
lives forever. And of course, my graduation 
is the other.

Q: If you had one message for teachers or 
staff, what would it be?
A: A big THANK YOU! I will never forget 
all the fun activities my teachers included 
in their classes to enhance my learning. 
They always related the lessons to real-life 
examples that would allow the material to 
make more logical sense to me. Also for 
those who took the time to help me through 
my challenges and encouraged me to push 
me forward.

Q: What do you wish other people knew 
about Seneca Valley?
A: Seneca Valley has come a long way. It’s 
a huge district, with so many elementary 
schools and ball fields. The school is highly 
ranked in the top 20. Not just because 
its Seneca Valley. It is ranked high on its 
performance in the classroom and how 
they prepare their students for the future. 
It’s also ranked the best school district in 
Butler County. 
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“SKILL THEM UP” — SCHOOL RESTARTING 
By Delaney Ruston, MD

I have been thinking a lot about going back to school, and recently, 
I listened to the behavioral scientist BJ Fogg uses the term “skill 
them up” when talking about how to help someone activate and 
reach a goal in their life. 

I have three key skills to share today that glean from research 
and experience that can benefit our kids and students greatly: 

#1 Help them see themselves as changemakers. This is incredibly 
important right now as the stressors around our ongoing pandemic 
continue to dampen moods. Theologian Niebuhr’s prayer about 
accepting things one cannot change and the courage to change 
things one can is particularly relevant right now. Focusing on what 
we can change boosts moods and helps us feel like we matter. This 
action is so vital for our kids, whose minds can get stuck thinking, 
“Why does this matter? Why do I matter?” 

So how to help build this skill of being a changemaker? One way 
is to have them listen with you to this week’s 12-minute episode 
(8 min if you listen at 1.5x) of the Screenagers Podcast, where I 
interview a policy expert around social and emotional learning. 
He gives specific actions we can all take to advocate for increased 
mental wellness discussions and support in our schools.

#2 This relationship skill is vital. When you ask someone to 
help you, and they do, they care more about you. For instance, 
ask someone who had the same teacher the year before how they 
got the most out of the class. Or, ask a teacher for clarification 
about something on the syllabus, and the list goes on and on.This 
skill is based on the “Ikea effect,” which is when people put 
energy into something, they tend to value it more. A famous 
set of studies by Dan Ariel and team in 2011 found that people 
disproportionately value furniture they helped build than that 
which they did not help build. 

The same goes for our relationships, as discussed by another 
well-known behavioral scientist Jon Levy. He makes the astute 
observation that we often think we are a bother if we ask for help, 
so we are inclined not to ask. And yet, when we decline, we miss a 
key opportunity. 

Let’s say a teacher says something like, “I’m here for any of you 
after school, so please reach out to me.” Some students think how 
this would be a burden for the teacher. Yet what the student does 
not understand is that we HURT relationships when we don’t allow 
others to help us. We miss the opportunity for the other, in this 
case, the teacher, to invest in us, and that is what leads to their 
caring more, valuing the relationship more. It is the Ikea effect, 
but not about valuing furniture that we invest time in, but valuing 
people, we invest time in. 

#3 The skill of knowing that the most successful people in 
workplaces and schools are “givers” (with the caveat that they 
have good boundaries). Author and psychologist Adam Grants’ 

SMART CORNER

seminal research around groups such as medical students and 
engineers shows that the top-performers are “givers” compared 
to “takers” and “matchers.” (Of note, sometimes the takers did 
better in the short run, but the givers come out on top in the long 
run.) The “givers” are generous with their time and energy with 
their colleagues. But they have to have boundaries in that if they 
are extreme givers and never get their own work done, then, not 
surprisingly, they perform the worst. 

So how to do this? One great example is that youth often say they 
want their phones in the bedroom so they can help a friend at any 
time, day or night. Yet having their phone in their room negatively 
impacts sleep, which leads to all sorts of negative consequences. 
So one example of a “giver” with good boundaries is to have 
phones out of the bedroom at night and to let their friends know 
they don’t have their phones at night but that they want to be 
there for them in the day when possible. Some young people find 
it helpful to let their friends know when they won’t be on social 
media or their phones because of other activities, set home limits, 
and so on. 

Ideas to get the conversation started: 

1. When was the last time any of us felt we made a changemaker 
move in our lives?

2. Shall we go to the website mentioned in the Screenagers 
Podcast and see what bills are happening in our district around 
mental wellness resources and which of our representatives we 
can send an email to? 

3. Has anyone ever come to you for help, and then you felt more 
connected to them afterward? How does that make you 
think about making new friends now or getting to know new 
teachers better?

4. Do you know any “givers” who have good boundaries, so they 
are not overly giving? Is there anyone offering to be there for 
you that you haven’t accepted their offer, but think it would be a 
good thing if you did? 

https://www.screenagersmovie.com/screenagers-podcast
https://www.screenagersmovie.com/screenagers-podcast
https://www.hbs.edu/ris/Publication Files/11-091.pdf
https://www.ted.com/talks/jon_levy_what_makes_us_influential#t-502330
https://www.adamgrant.net/book/give-and-take/
https://www.screenagersmovie.com/screenagers-podcast
https://www.screenagersmovie.com/screenagers-podcast
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LINK IT

• We know these unprecedented times are a struggle for many in our 
community. If you would like to donate your time and/or resources, 
please click on and complete the “I Want to Help” survey. If you are in 
need of assistance, please click and submit the survey form under “I 
Need Help.”

• Subscribe to our YouTube Channel! 

• Drive for SV! Sign-up bonuses are now being offered. 

• RGMS LEAD is now on Instagram, follow them here! 

• Click here for a look back on all the first-day fun!

• The latest episodes on SV’s Voices Podcast discuss transition and 
re-engaging students back to school. Click here to listen.

• Raider Crate, a subscription box made for students by students, is now open. Order yours today! 

https://www.svsd.net/Page/26143
https://www.svsd.net/Page/26143
https://www.svsd.net/Page/26143
https://www.svsd.net/Page/26143
https://www.svsd.net/Page/26143
https://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD/
https://www.svsd.net/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=1&ModuleInstanceID=2785&ViewID=6446EE88-D30C-497E-9316-3F8874B3E108&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=48714&PageID=1
https://www.instagram.com/rgms_lead/
https://youtu.be/I0Mq8k32mG0
https://www.buzzsprout.com/1294265
https://www.buzzsprout.com/1294265
https://www.raidercrate.org/product-page/subscription-2021-22
https://www.youtube.com/user/SenecaValleySD/
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GET AN INSIDE LOOK AT  
LA ROCHE UNIVERSITY!

• Take a campus tour
• Learn about our high-demand and creative majors

• Hear from current students and staff
• Meet admissions counselors

• Find out how to apply and pay for college

REGISTER TODAY! 
laroche.edu/previewnights

OCTOBER 11  |  5:30-7:30 P.M.

PREVIEW
NIGHT

O
CT. 11
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Schedule a visit today at thiel.edu/admissions
Call 800-24-THIEL or email admissions@thiel.edu

75 College Avenue • Greenville, Pa. 16125

You don’t have to go far for an 
incredible college experience.

™

99% of our recent graduates are now employed or continuing their education in their field of study within one year.

Freedom to
 learn...

Space to
 discover...

Time to
 explore...

Five new master's degree 

programs. 60+ undergraduate 

majors and minors. $11 million 

recently invested in science 

facilities and equipment.

99% of our Tomcats receive financial 

aid, and we offer many scholarships 

specifically for local students. Last 

year, we awarded

$14.2 million in grants 

and scholarships.

TOP
REGIONAL

Liberal Arts
College

in Western PA

Named a top regional liberal arts 
college in Western Pa. by
U.S. News & World Report


